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THE INDISPENSABLE APOSTOLIC SUCCESSION 


"In point of fact, there has been no day in the 
story of the world since Pentecost on which 
ristians have not met together somewhere to commem- 
pate the death and rising again of Jesus Christ. 
atever other successions there may be in the 
arch, and whatever their importance, this more than 
y other is the indispensable apostolic succession, 
which the continuity of the body in time is main- 
ined, and in which its unbroken fellowship with the 
storic Jesus of Nazareth is assured." 


--~ from THE CHRISTIAN SOCIBTY by 
Stephen Neill 


SEVEN-POINT WORLD MISSION STRATEGY 


The Division of Foreign Missions of the National 
xacil of Churches in annual meeting at Dayton, 
io, December 4 - 7, 1955, brought together 300 
reign mission leaders from 40 denominations. Some 
* score representatives of the younger churches, 
sresenting 25 different countries, were also in at- 
adance. The chief address, calling for further co- 
2ration among the churches, was given by Dr. Charles 
“Ranson, General Secretary of the International 
ssionary Council. Against the background of what he 
4 a dozen other speakers said, and also in the light 
many discussions, a representative committee drew 
a seven-point strategy for the supra-national mis- 
onary enterprise. It must be: 1. 
more international, interdenominational, inter- 
sial; 3. less institutionalized; 4. marked by both 
aistry and: proclamation; 5. furthered by the active 
rticipation of every Christiam layman in service 
road; 6. supported by more generous giving; and 7. 
lwarked by reconciling attitudes and actions in the 
se of all injustice, segregation, and every other 
rm and aspect of unbrotherliness. 


THE CHINESE OF THE DIASPORA 
The word "diaspora" originally referred to the 


wish people scattered throughout the old world fol- 
wing the Babylonian captivity. Later, it came to 
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be applied to Christians living among non-Christian 
people. Today, the word is being applied to Chinese 
in Southeast Asia and elsewhere who are isolated from 
the mainland Chinese, and it is being made to refer 
to both Christians and non-Christians alike. Many 
missions and other Christian agencies which formerly 
worked in China are now engaged in work among these 
Chinese. Hong Kong is a great center for this work, 
with churches, missions, schools, hospitals, and 
refugee centers. 

One of the agencies located in Hong Kong which 
came into being about four years ago is the Council 
on Christian Literature for Overseas Chinese. Its 
aim is to publish distinctively Christian and other 
good general literature and distribute it to the 
various scattered Chinese communities. The approx- 
imately thirty members of this Council represent both 
the chief Chinese churches and missions at work in 
Hong Kong, and also the Y.M.C.A., the Y.W.C.A., and 
several publishing houses. During the year ended 
June 30, 1955, 64 titles were published. Of these 
37 were reprints or revised editions, 23 were new 
translations, and 4 were new works in Chinese. 
Tracts, pictures, and music were also published. 
Some titles are: Pilgrim's Progress, Great Hymns 
and Hymn Writers, by Stephen Wang, Selected Works of 
William Temple, Calvin's Institutes of the Christian 
Religion, and John Wesley's Journal. 

One rejoices in all that is being done by 
churches and church agencies among the scattered 
chinese people, but many of them are still unreached 
Even among those who have 


and are in great need. 
adequate housing are thousands without either a 
political or a spiritual rootage and dwelling place. 


THE STATUS OF CHRISTIANS IN INDIA 


Religious News Service quotes India’s President, 
Rajendra Prasad, as saying, in a year-end statement 
marking the arrival in India of St. Thomas 1,903 
years ago, that this event "proved that Christianity 
is one of the oldest faiths practised in India." He 
stressed the fact that the Government tries its best 
to give fair treatment and respect to all religions. 


Home Minister, Govind Ballah Pant, at the same an- 
niversary services, said "If we fail to serve Chris- 
tians with the same fervor with which we serve 
Hindus, we shall be unworthy of the principles which 
we embodied in our constitution." The Rev. Frank 
Short reported, following his recent visit to India 
and other parts of Asia, that he had found many mis- 
sionaries who believe that the day is coming when 
missionaries should be withdrawn, but he found many 
equally concerned Asians who argued strongly for the 


continuance of the western missionary in their midst. 


"WHAT CAN YOU LEARN FROM A WOMAN?" 


Presbyterians, Holiness people, Baptists, Sal- 
vation Army officers, Y.M.C.A. and Y.W.C.A. leaders, 
and members of many other Christian bodies in Korea 
cooperated in eight months of Christian Home and 
Family Life Study recently. Dr. Irma Highbaugh, 
field representative of the International Mission- 
ary Council, was the leader. Some Korean pastors 
rejoiced when they heard that Dr. Highbaugh was 
coming to help them, but when they learned that 
Dr. "H" is a woman, some said, "What can you learn 
from a woman?" Before the eight months had passed, 
these same men had discovered that one can learn a 
lot from a woman. Much that they learned had to do 
with their own churches, their own homes, and their 
own children, and the application to life situa- 
tions of their own Christian Faith. 

One of the best things which came from the 
family life study groups was a new freedom on the 
part of both parents and children to talk and rea- 
son about intimate, personal, vital concerns and 
questions: Are boy and girl friendships a sin? 
Does obédience always mean just unquestioning sub- 
mission of children to parents and wives to hus- 
bands? What about the obedience of fathers to the 
law of understanding love? Should the father al- 
ways conduct family prayers? May not the children, 
too, read the Bible and lead in prayer? Do parents 
always have the right to choose their children’s 
friends? How can the churches help boys and girls 
meet together in wholesome recreation and come to 
know each other? How can they help young peovle to 
choose wisely their life companions? What stand- 
ards should young people have in facing the ques- 
tion: Is this person the one for me? How cam en- 
gaged young people be properly prepared for mar- 
riage and parenthood? 

How much better it is to bring questions like 
these out. into the open and seek to answer them 
within the frame of reference of the Christian 
Faith! Fear, prejudice, outmoded mores, obscur- 
antism, and let-nature-take-its-course complacency 
have held sway all too long! Thank God for the 
IMC’S Christian Home and Family Life emphasis! 


THAI CHRISTIANS VISIT BURMA 


An interdenominational group of Christians fro 
Thailand recently spent a month visiting churches 
in Burma. It was a mission of simple Christian 
brotherliness, interest, and concern. The Hev. 
G.P. Charles, executive secretary of the Burma 
Christian Council, said it was the first time Chris 
tians of one southeast Asian country had gone to ~ 
another on a mission designed only to strengthen th 
bonds of Christian fellowship. Dr. Charles himself 
has been doing that, however; for Jast year he went 
on a one-man Christian mission to six countries in © 
Asia. The International Missionary Council’s in- ~ 
terchange of Christian leadership fund helped to ~ 
make his journey possible. 


"SECOND-HAND CHINAWARE” 


The Division of Foreign Missions China Bulletin 
says that the missionaries who formerly worked in 
China and are now on various other mission fields 
throughout the world are sometimes referred to by 
"irreverent souls" as "second-hand Chinaware." One 
may be sure that any such reference to this large ~ 
group of devoted servants of Christ is a facet ious — 
one back of which can be seen a smile of friendly 
appreciation. That is recognized, we think, even 
in the use of the*phrase "irreverent souls" to ap- 
ply to these critics. At any rate, whatever dis- — 
paragement may be involved in calling these mis- 
sionaries "second-hand Chinaware" is more than 
counterbalanced by the tribute paid them by the 
Reverend Frank Short, Secretary of the Conference 
of British Missionary Societies, when he said, as | 
quoted by the China Bulletin, "They are doing such © 
good work all over the world, and in some places 7 
such essential work, that one is sometimes led to 
wonder how those missions could possibly have car- , 
ried on, if God in His all-wise Providence had not — 
closed the China mission five years ago." 4 


THE CHURCH'S CENTRAL FUNCTION 


The editor of the Methodist-Christian Advocate 
says that "planning an evangelistic drive is like 
saying that the Pennsylvania Railroad will have a © 
week's emphasis on transportation" and that "settine 
aside six Sunday nights for missions is like m- _ 
nouncing that the Bell Telephone Company will devote 
six evenings to communications." Evangelism and 
missions belong together and they belong to the 
central function of the Church. 


A PEEP THROUGH THE BAMBOO CURTAIN 


The China Bulletin quotes the South China 
ning Zest Post of of January 10 in reporting some inter- 
ting observations of Professor E. Stuart Kirby, 
| aa of Economics and Political Science of Hong 
mg University. He was bewildered by the constant 
ie propaganda and the presence of soldiers every- 
xere. Answers were given to all questions asked, 
it generally the answers left much to be desired. 

.e leaders seemed to be possessed by "untouchable 
gmas" such as the statement that nothing was good 

. China before the present regime and that every- 
ke has improved since. The new university 
‘arter west of Peking is "constructed on the lines 
' a super-factory estate." In spite of all affirma- 
“ons about advance in mechanization, the only trac- 
br the professor saw on his whole tour of mainland 
:ina was "in an exhibition." Dykes are still being 
mstructed by "each person carrying two baskets of 
mth," 


EAST AFRICA INTERRACIAL CHURCH 


The Church of Scotland, following negotiations 
egun in 1952, has authorized the establishment of 
a autonomous interracial church in East Africa to 
» known as the Presbyterian Church of East Africa. 
ne intention of the Overseas Presbytery of the 
nurch of Scotland is "to set an example of racial 
boperation” and to avoid the rather tragic church 
ituation which obtains in South Africa. 


AN ANCIENT RELIGIOUS ART REVIVED 


A striking evidence of the revival in the 
hurch of the ancient art of the religious drama is 
he establishment at Union Theological Seminary in 
sw York of a Program in Religious Drama. That 
bLich was common in the Middle Ages and well known 
1 other periods of Church history suffered an 
slipse a hundred years or more ago; but a revival 
s now under way which President Van Dusen says is 
one of the most important developments in contem- 
srary Church life." A Rockefeller Foundation 
rant of $55,000.00 makes the experimental program 
t Union possible for three years, to do two things: 

to help all students see the importance to the 
aurch of religious drama and the materials avail- 
»le, and 2. to provide students who havea specific 
iterest in this field an opportunity for extensive 
-udy and actual experience in the production of 
jays. Mr. E. Martin Browne, Director of the 
-itish Drama League, a man of wide experience in 
1e world of the drama, is in charge of the program. 
1l the best resources of New York will be drawn 
yon to make the experiment a success. 


PERSONALIA 


Dr. Charles W. Ranson, General Sécretary of 
the I.M.C., gave the Settle Lectures at the Austin 
Presbyterian Theological Seminary, Austin, Texas, 
January 2-s, 1956. His general theme was: The 
Christian Mission in Faith and History. The 
Rev. Erik Nielsen, Research Secretary of the I.M.C. 
attached to the London Office, arrived in New York 
on February 14 for a month of conferences with indi- 
viduals and groups concerning current research ond 
study projects of the Council. The Rev. Claude 
de Mestral, Secretary, International Committee on 
Christian Literature for Africa, is also on a visit 
to the United States and Canada for the period 
February 15 to March 26, for conferences with the 
The Africa Committee 
of the Division of Foreign Missions, the Committee 
on World Literacy and Christian Literature, ‘the 
Committee on Christian Literature for Women and 
Children on Mission Fields, and various foreign 
mission boards. Mr. de Mestral and his Committee 
gladly serve also many groups interested in Chris- 


leaders of such groups as: 


tian literature for Africa who do not ordinarily 
consider themselves a part of the cooperative 
movement. This spirit characterizes the I1.M.C. 
and all its related committees because of a basic 
commitment to Christ and His Kingdom. On January 
1, 1955, responsibility for general secretarial 
supervision of all I.M.C. receipts, expenditures, 
ond special funds was transferred to Dr. Jesse R. 
Wilson. This responsibility has been carried 


hitherto by Dr. J.W. Decker in addition to a heavy 


work load of other cares and concerns. In like 
monner, this financial portfolio will now be carried 
by Dr. Wilson along with other important tasks. 

The Rev. Frank Short, Secretary of theConference of 
British Mission Societies,was a welcome visitor in 
mission circles in New York recently. Mr. Short 

had just comoleted on unhurried trip to the Far East 
and his observations and insights were most valuable 
to mission board administrators. 


MOTT MEMORIAL FUND 


The Y.M.C.A will memorialize the late Dr. John 
R. Mott in a million-dollar endowment fund. This 
fund will be used to help Y.M.C.A. staff members 
pursue graduate studies. Dr. Mott’s influence was 
dominant in the Y.M.C.A. for half a century, and he 
was an honorary life president of the World'’s 
Alliance of the Y.M.C.A.’s at the time of his death, 
January 31, 1955. The International Missionary 
Council and about three or four other World Chris- 
tian organizations owe either their founding or 
their initial efficiency and expansion to this same 
great man. Sooner or later all must find appro- 
priate ways for memorializing his life and work. 


BOOK REVIEWS 


Hedenquist, editor: $1.50. The ten sections of this 
book are written by ten distinguished men, both Jews 
and Christians, drawn from different countries. The 
book is designed to help anyone to understand the 
Jewish people both in and out of Israel and to point 
up for Christian pastors and their people the need 
for making a Christian approach to Jews within their 
own parishes. Order from the International Mission- 
ary Council, 156 Fifth Avenue, New York 10, N.Y. 
Caesar, the Beloved Enemy, by M.A.C. Warren; 
Alec R. Allenson, Inc., Chicago; 1955; $1.00. The 
three chapters of this small book were first given 
as The Reinecker lectures at The Virginia Theological 
Seminary, Alexandria, Virginia. The thesis is that 
Caesar, symbol of power and of control over the 
lives of people - imperialism, if you please - has 
been, and can be, in the Providence of God, not 
wholly evil. However, he is always potentially so. 
Hence Caesar is our enemy, but a kind of necessary 
and, therefore, a beloved enemy, the alternative to 
which is no control and, therefore, anarchy. The 
book has missionary implications throughout, and 
the third chapter on The Western Missionary is 
superb. 


EVIDENCE OF CHRISTIAN UNITY 


Professor Tillich of Harvard Divinity School 
says that the only real unity left to us today ina 
world fragmented by demonic powers is the unity of 
the Church. This unity is dramatically demonstrated 
each year in the observance of the World Day of 
Prayer. This year, on February 17, women in Chris- 


World Associates News Letter 
Volume III, No. 1 March, 1956 


World Associates News Letter is a publication 


tian churches in 134 different countries partici- 
pated - "from the sun-drenched Tonga Islands in mid 
Pacific," westward across the world "to the shadowy 
skys of St. Lawrence Island” in the Bering Sea. 
Gifts were offered along with prayer and praise to 
the end that people hitherto unreached may come int 
"the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in 
the face of Jesus Christ." 


BIRTHDAY OF THE CHURCH 


Pentecost, the day on which the Holy Spirit 
was freely given to all the disciples of Jesus, 
has always been in the Christian calendar. Among 
many Christians, however, it has never been given 
its rightful place alongside of Christmas, Good 
Friday, and Easter inasmuch as it is the day on 
which the preceding events of the Incarnation, the 
Crucifixion, and the Resurrection were al] bound 
together and sealed by an equally miraculous 
event -- the unmistakable outpouring of God's Holy 
Spirit in accordance with the promise of Jesus. 

Pentecost is, therefore, the Birthday of the 
Church and the day on which the Church was launched 
on its world mission. On this day, the disciples 
of Jesus came to know that henceforth the Living 
Spirit of the Living God, which is also none other 
than the Spirit of Jesus, will dwell in human 
hearts and minds giving them joy, generosity, grace 
and utterance. On this day, the Good News took 
form so that it can be set forth in ony language in 
such simple and comprehensive terms as these: 
Jesus of Nazareth, Son of God, mighty in word and 
deed, crucified, risen, exalted, yet present in the 
world forevermore in the Holy Spirit for the for- 
giveness of sins and for the bestowing of immortal 
gladness in an immortal fellowship to all mortal 
men humble enough to receive Him. - J.R.W. 
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Dr. Charles W. Ranson is the General Secretary. 
It appears four times a year - March, June, 


September, and December. It is sent chiefly to 
those who are listed as World Associates of the 
Council and to some others. There is no sub- 
scription rate. If interested, write to Jesse 
R, Wilson, Secretary of the Council and Editor 
of the News Letter. 


